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Annie Burr Auchincloss Lewis’s life spanned the first
half of the twentieth century, and the legacy of her contributions to the world in which she lived continues today. Variously
known as “Annie Burr,” “Annie B.,” “Abie,” or “A.B.L.,” she was
characterized as possessing “gentleness, gallantry, and grace” and
“perception, enthusiasm, and charm.”
Born at her parents’ summer home in Newport in 1902, the
youngest child of Emma Brewster Jennings and Hugh Dudley
Auchincloss, Annie Burr grew up in a world filled with family
and friends, privilege and opportunity, philanthropy and service.
Her interests were varied and her contacts far-reaching.
She moved in circles between New York, Connecticut, and
Rhode Island as a member of a socially prominent family, as
a debutante, and, later, as the wife of a scholar, after having
followed in the footsteps of her mother, aunt, and sister by
attending Miss Porter’s School in Farmington. Her interests
encompassed family, friends, animals (ranging from a childhood
pet pig to poodles), home, roses and her garden, photography,
historic preservation, and travel.

Annie Burr traveled widely; destinations included England,
the Continent, Egypt, Australia, the American and Canadian
West, the exclusive Jekyll Island Club in Georgia, and, always,
Newport, all of which she documented photographically.
It was in Farmington that she met Wilmarth Sheldon
Lewis. Their marriage in 1928 formed a partnership that lasted
for the remainder of her life. Aside from a brief period during
the Second World War when they lived in Washington, D.C.,
they made their home in Farmington, summered in Newport,
and traveled abroad. Annie Burr shared Lewis’s informed enthusiasm for collecting anything written by, to, or about Horace
Walpole, and she fully supported Lewis’s Yale Edition of Horace
Walpole’s Correspondence project. She assumed the role of
cataloger—and later served as curator—of the print collection
following a seminal gift of eighteenth-century caricatures and
satires from her brother, Hugh Auchincloss. Her celebrated catalog, particularly of subject terms, still provides key access points
that have been incorporated into today’s online records.
Glimpses into the life that the Lewises shared can be seen in
the many photographs Annie Burr shot and pasted into albums
and inserted into the guest books for Farmington, Newport, and

Washington homes. The Lewises traveled to England annually during the 1930s, and Annie Burr’s letters to her mother
describe a whirlwind schedule of visits and meals with owners of
Walpoliana as well as scholars, friends, and family members also
traveling abroad. Their Anglophilia was not confined to things
eighteenth-century, however, and their support of England
before, during, and after World War II manifested itself in
numerous ways, among them bringing the wives and children
of Oxford professors to Farmington, underwriting the cost of a
food canteen truck in Manchester, and sending food parcels to
English friends to ease the strain of rationing.
Annie Burr was an active contributor to local
and national organizations throughout her adult life. She held
such positions as local treasurer and national secretary for
the Women’s Organization for National Prohibition Reform;
vice regent for Connecticut for the Mount Vernon Ladies’
Association; trustee of the National Trust; trustee of Miss
Porter’s School and chair of various committees, including the
alumni committee, the alumni library committee, and the committee on furnishing and decorating; member of the Newport

Preservation Society; director of voluntary services for the
American National Red Cross during World War II; chair of the
Farmington committee of the Connecticut tercentenary celebration; and co-chair of the nominating committee and chair of the
accessions committee for the Farmington Historical Society, to
name a few.
Her generosity could take many forms, among them
financial. Many of these e≠orts were carried out quietly; for
example, she sent money to help pay housing costs for a financially distressed classmate, and she gave a sizable sum to be used
for the restoration of the east wall of the First Congregational
Church in Farmington on the condition that the gift remain
anonymous. Her donations during her lifetime, her bequests
following her death in 1959, and the outpouring of contributions
made in her memory amounted to a legacy that endures, both in
Farmington and at Yale. The Annie Burr Lewis Fund at the Yale
University Press continues to provide support for the publication of scholarly books, and a gift established for the benefit of
the Yale School of Nursing and the Graduate School of Arts and
Sciences in the last decade of her life is still used for fellowships

in the Graduate School today. The Lewis Walpole Library,
which was ultimately bequeathed to Yale University following
Wilmarth Sheldon Lewis’s death in 1979, is for us the most
remarkable instance of their philanthropy. The bequest included
not just the buildings, property, and collections, but also an
endowment that fully funds all operations of the library.
At an address she gave for the celebration of their twentieth anniversary in 1948, Annie Burr selected words from Horace
Walpole to describe her feelings on being married to W.S.L.:
“Life seems to me as if we were dancing on a sunny plain.” Sadly,
the rest of the quotation, while unspoken in the anniversary
address, proved prophetic: “on the edge of a gloomy forest,
where we pass in a moment from glare to gloom and darkness.”
Annie Burr Lewis died of cancer on May 9, 1959.
Without fanfare, Annie Burr Lewis put her gifts to work to
enable those she loved to realize their dreams, and the people
involved in the causes she cared about to reach their goals. She
was, as publisher and friend S.C. Roberts wrote in a letter following her death, “the happy collaborator…and doer of good by
stealth.”
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